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Final Session: Conclusions and Wrap-up 
| feel some obligation to deal with the topic as announced; but it also seems to me that all of 
Us are here simply because we want to talk about West Africa. Each of us has some special 
interest in the area. 
Let's summarize a bit and see where it leads us as we wrap up our time together: 
What sort of a picture has emerged: 
From our reading? 
From our individual special experience? 
Do the two match? 
Some themes: 
1. Contrasts 
Rich and poor: 
A metaphore: Three years ago in Ikenne, | met two people: A Yoruba woman 
health worker who is organizing a network of village health counselors : 
“primary care” workers. Mostly illiterate, they have a mimeographed sheet of 
pictures which describe common symptoms, which are then reported to an 
itinerant physician. | also met a businessman, a Rotarian, who goes annually to 
the Mayo Clinic for a physical examination.) 
City and village 


Educated and uneducated - -(What do we mean by "educated"? Baroka may be more 
"educated" than Lakunie.) 


2. Value-conflicts 


Obi Okonkwo: "Modern" i.e., abstract, impersonal, rational, vs. "Traditional": i.e. 
personal and situational. Vy.) — uou -vuia Ayl d. 

3. The traditional stucture of values: 

Ihave wanted to talk about this. 

Hard to fit into an "outline" because “outlines”, with their headings and categories are a 

product of our own structures of thought. We can only try, and realize that our 

understandings are only partial and external. 


A. "Vital Force” as the basis of "what is real." (Achima’s paper.) 


Placide Tempels, Bantu Philosophy 
B. The universe as a hierarchy of “vital force.” 

Male and female roles: Women have a special "vital force." 
C. The kinship group as the center of human concern. "Communalism." 


Extended family, village, tribe. 
The cycle of generations, the Ancestors and reincarnation. 


D. Traditional religion and social control 


The mask and the shrine. Oaths and sacrifice. Conflict resolution. (The "Idemmili" 
paper. "I strongly feel that with the increasing Christian force education and age of 
enlightenment, this ritual will one day die out entirely.” Will it? Probably, but 
what will take its place?) 


The African adaptations of Christianity: "Cherubim and Seraphim," "Church of the 
Lord Aladura.” Pentecostal 


‘The question of Islam. Very much a political issue. 
E. The importance and the unity of the arts: 


Music is dance, art is religion, poetry is music. Story-telling is moral philosphy 
Achebe), story-telling and poetry are dance and song. All are inseparable. The 
African poets and novelists are especially conscious of this. 


The political systems have been unable to reconcile the two systems. “Obi 
Okonkwo" can represent a whole political structure. 


Ms. Query's letter: 


Chronic civil war in Zaire. 

Inter-clan warfare in Somalia 

Chronic civil war in Sudan, Angola, Mozambique (seems to be a truce at present.) 
No government in Chad (the next Somalia?) 

Military Governments in Nigeria, Ghana, Burkina Faso, Sierra Leone 

Civil war truce in Liberia, but no resolution. 

Equatorial Guinea relapsing 

Same with Central African Republic 


In all cases, the village people are caught in the middle. The exploiters on the outside against 
the exploiters in power. What role, if any, for the rest of the world? 


Economic assistance doesn't seem to work. it becomes another honey-pot to fight over for 
the right to embezzle it. The attachment of conditions doesn't seem to work either, as 
interference with the internal affairs of sovereign nations. Some Nigerians are quietly 
saying that they were better off under colonialism, but history is irreversible. 


A summary of sorts: 


